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SUMI TONOOKA  
SOLO JAZZ PIANO PRESENTED BY PIEDMONT PIANO COMPANY 

 

Monday, May 13, 2013 
8pm  

 

Piedmont Piano Company 
1728 San Pablo Ave. (at 18th)  
Oakland, CA 
 
$15 - To reserve tickets with your credit card, please call (510) 547-8188 
 
Information: http://piedmontpiano.com/concerts/130513sumitonooka.html  
 
A solo recital is the ultimate test of a musician’s resourcefulness, an existential leap onto a 
lonely stage with nowhere to hide. Sumi Tonooka’s consistently enthralling CD Now - Live at 
the Howland demonstrates that the veteran pianist is more than ready for this scrutiny. Long 
recognized by her peers as a scintillating improviser, Tonooka offers an authoritative statement 
with her first solo session, confirming her status as a capaciously creative composer and a 
keyboard stylist of the highest order. 
 
“Tonooka covers a lot of stylistic territory on these two discs, in a perfectly sequenced show, 
and plays with a rare spirituality and musical sagacity. A superb solo piano outing.” 
(Dan McClenaghan / allaboutjazz.com) 
 

 

MORE ABOUT THE ARTIST 

 

Pianist/Composer Sumi Tonooka (pronounced To-NO-ka) has been called a “fierce and fasci-
nating composer and pianist” (Jazz Times), “provocative and compelling” (New York Times), 
and “continually inventive, original, surprising, and a total delight,” (Cuadranos de Jazz, Ma-
drid). 
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Noted jazz critic Francis Davis, one of the first to recognize her as an extraordinary talent, 
placed Sumi Tonooka “among the best of today's young pianists." During a career now span-
ning more than 20 years that has taken her from Philadelphia to Boston and then to New York 
City, Sumi Tonooka has been surprising and delighting audiences -- and quietly piling up acco-
lades from jazz writers and her fellow musicians. Working in trio or quartet with such noted jazz 
stalwarts as bassist Rufus Reid and drummers Akira Tana and Lewis Nash, Tonooka's record-
ings characteristically blend her own compositions with highly personal readings of jazz stan-
dards. Her recent quartet recording, Initiation (2009, ARC Records, with tenor saxophonist Er-
ica Lindsay), garnered an “Honorable Mention” the 2010 Village Voice Jazz Critics' Poll. 
 
Her most recent CD, Now, was released in February 2012 to international acclaim. A recent 
review from Lucidculture proclaimed her work “unselfconsciously brilliant”, “an utterly original 
player” “Grounded in the blues but with a flair for the unexpected and an ear for the avant 
garde” 
 
Recent activities include a solo recital at the Earshot Jazz Festival in Seattle Wa, on Oct 29th 
2102, recorded live for Jim Wilkes syndicated show Jazz NorthWest on NPR. 
 
In August 2012, Sumi received the honor to attend the Jazz Composers Orchestra Intensive, a 
program which brought together 38 jazz composers at various stages of their careers chosen 
from a national pool of applicants, to explore the challenges of writing for the symphony or-
chestra. Composers working in jazz, improvised and creative music have been selected based 
on their excellent musicianship, originality and potential for future growth in orchestral composi-
tion. Sumi recently received word that her symphonic work has placed in the finals and will be 
premiered in early June 2013 in NYC by the American Composers Orchestra. 
 
In addition to her jazz recording and performing, she has composed for award-winning films. 
She is also featured in an upcoming full-length documentary from Citygate Films on the young-
est victims of HIV/AIDS in Africa. She tours as part of a sextet featuring her musical compadre 
of two decades, jazz violinist John Blake, Jr. A Note of Hope, is set for wide release in 2013. 
Tonooka's career has been chronicled on several highly regarded jazz books, including Living 
the Jazz Life by Royal Stokes, ln The Moment by Francis Davis, and Madame Jazz by Leslie 
Gourse (all on Oxford University Press). 
 
As a professional response to an inherent void within the music industry, Tonooka, along with 
alto saxophonist Chris Burnett and tenor saxophonist Erica Lindsay, co-founded the ARTISTS 
RECORDING COLLECTIVE (ARC), an internationally recognized brand and professional re-
cording label. She now divides her time between her responsibilities as the Chief, Public Rela-



The Frank Agency 
www.thefrankagency.org 

 

tions Officer for ARC, composing, teaching, and performing for an increasingly widespread 
audience of jazz aficionados who have discovered her wide-ranging talents. 
 
For more details visit sumitonooka.com.  

 

 
 
 
INTERSECT.  INTERACT.  INTEGRATE.  
 
Established in 2004, in an effort to open the lines of communication, The Frank Agency is an 
innovative arts management organization dedicated to bridging the spaces between artists, 
presenters, and audience members. By assisting artists in the clarification, articulation and am-
plification of their vision, it is our hope that a higher volume of art can be created and received. 
www.thefrankagency.org  / www.franklivewire.wordpress.com  
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